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together to 
support our 
applicants

Dr Shane Collins, Director of Student Recruitment and Admissions



We love working with you



World-class city
▪ A n irres is tible blend 

of his tory, natural 
beauty and modern 
city life

▪ S afe and 
pros perous

▪ A bundance of parks  
and green spaces

▪ W orld-famous  
cultural hub

▪ F riendly and divers e 
multicultural 
community

▪ Large enough to 
offer something for 
everyone, small 
enough to feel like 
home



Modern and progressive
▪ 3 rd in UK , 6th in 

E urope, 15 th in world 
for social, economic 
and environmental 
impact (Q S  W orld Univers ity 

R ankings : Sustainability 202 4)

▪ Committed to 
sus tainability – we’re 
going carbon neutral 
and zero was te by 
20 40

▪ £1 .5 bn inves tment in 
our teaching and 
learning, sports and 
res earch facilities

▪ £1 20m E dinburgh 
F utures  Ins titute set 
to be the larges t 
interdis ciplinary 
centre in the UK



Learn from the best
▪ R anked 4 th in UK  for 

res earch power, 

nearly 90 per cent of  

res earch activity 

world leading or 

internationally 

excellent (R E F 20 2 1)

▪ Our world-clas s  

academics  are 

leaders  in their fields

▪ Our ground-breaking 

res earch directly 

informs  the teaching 

you receive

▪ Learn about the very 

lates t developments 

in your subject



Global community
▪ E dinburgh attracts 

the bes t students 

from all over the 

world

▪ Over 49,0 00 

students, around 

60 :4 0 studying 

undergraduate and 

pos tgraduate 

degrees

▪ Over 24,00 0 

international 

students from three 

quarters  of the 

world’s  nationalities

▪ The city is home to 

approx. 10 0,000 

students



City centre campus
▪ Not a campus -bas ed 

ins titution, the entire 

city of E dinburgh is 

our campus

▪ F our main locations : 

Central A rea, K ing’s  

Buildings , Little 

F rance, E as ter Bus h

▪ Compact and 

walkable city 

▪ W alk, cycle or bus  

between locations

▪ S afe city and 24 -

hour campus  

security



UoE Admissions Structure



Admissions Team Structure
Student 

Recruitment and 

Admissions

College of Medicine 

and Veterinary 

Medicine

College of 

Science and 

Engineering

College of Arts, 

Humanities and 

Social Sciences

No application 

processing.

Our Admissions team 

aims to develop and 

maintain a fair, 

transparent and 

consistent approach 

to admissions at the 

University.

6 Admissions Teams 

CAHSS UG (All)

CAHSS PG

School Teams:

Business PGT

Divinity PGT

PPLS PGT

COL (PSE)

PGR:  predominantly 

processed by each 

School 

1 Admissions Team 

CSE Admissions 

Officers process all 

undergraduate and 

postgraduate 

applications

PGR:  processed by 

each School

1 Admissions Team 

CMVM Admissions 

Officers process all 

undergraduate and 

postgraduate 

applications

PGR:  processed by 

each School/Research 

Centre



But what does it feel like to 
apply to us?



Here is what we know
▪ E xtremely popular 

univers ity – 70k+ UG 
applications  and 
10 0k+ PGT 
applications  per year

▪ S us tained demand 
des pite some 
challenges  to UK  
sector

▪ A pplicants 
unders tand the 
quality and value of 
a Univers ity of 
E dinburgh education 
and E dinburgh 
experience

• W e need our 
applicants to be well 
informed and to 
have the right 
potential



Where would we like to do better?
▪ Clarity of information 

for applicants

▪ A pplication to 
Decis ion S peed

▪ Communication 
before and during 
their applicant 
journey

▪ Univers ity-wide 
approaches  to all of 
the above and to 
supportive 
offers such as  
academic merit 
scholars hips



So what have we improved and what’s 
next for us?

▪ S us tained 

improvement in 

application to 

decis ion time – but 

we know we’re not 

in line with some in 

sector

▪ Increas ed focus  on 

our webs ite – with 

developments 

ahead in the coming 

years

▪ S trong focus  on 

collective 

approaches  so we 

give you and our 

applicants 

cons is tent 

information and 

support



But we need your help –
you are our best critical friends



Thank you
Dr Shane Collins

Director

Student Recruitment and Admissions

Shane.Collins@ed.ac.uk

mailto:Shane.Collins@ed.ac.uk

